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S-1213.1

SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5077

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Committee on Natural Resources, Energy & Water (originally
sponsored by Senators Honeyford, Rasnussen, Doumt, Hewitt, Swecker
Morton, Brandl and, Hale and Milli ken)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 21/ 03.

AN ACT Relating to withdrawals for stock watering; anmending RCW
90. 44. 050; and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that this act is
necessary for the econom c health and wel | -bei ng of Washington citizens
and rural communities that depend upon the thousands of jobs created by
agricultural and |ivestock operations. In accordance wth the
| ongstanding interpretation of the intent of the original act in 1945,
the legislature deens it necessary to clarify and reaffirm that the
ability and right to use water as provided for in RCW 90.44.050(2)
remai ns exenpt from the requirenments of obtaining a permt under the
ground wat er code.

Sec. 2. RCW 90.44.050 and 1987 c 109 s 108 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) After June 6, 1945, no w thdrawal of public ground waters of
the state shall be begun, nor shall any well or other works for such
w t hdrawal be constructed, unless an application to appropriate such
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wat ers has been nade to the departnent and a permt has been granted by
it as ((heretn)) provided((—EBEXCEPF—HOAEVER—TFhat)) in this section
(2) However, any snmall w thdrawal of public ground waters is exenpt
fromthe provisions of this section. Small withdrawal neans: (a) Any
anobunt of water for stock-watering purposes((—e+)). (b) any anpunt of
water for the watering of a law or of a noncommercial garden not
exceeding one-half acre in area((—e+—fe+r)); (c) single or group
donmestic wuses in an anmount not exceeding five thousand gallons a
day((7)). or ((fe¥)) (d) an industrial purpose in an anount not
exceeding five thousand gallons a day((;—+s—and——shal—be—exenpt—F+rom
the—provisions—ofthis seetion—buty)). To the extent that ((+)) a

small withdrawal is regularly used beneficially, the wthdrawal shall
be entitled to a right equal to that established by a permt issued
under the provisions of this chapter((—PROADPED—HOAEVER—That)) .
For the purposes of this section, "stock"” neans |livestock as defined in
RCW 16. 36. 005.

(3) The departnment from tine to tine may require the person or
agency nmaking any such small withdrawal to furnish information as to
the nmeans for and the quantity of that wthdrawal ((—PROADED-
FURTHER—That)) .

(4) At the option of the party making w thdrawal s of ground waters
of the state ((not—exceeding—Hve—thousand—gallons—per—day)) In
accordance with subsection (2) of this section, applications under this
section or declarations under RCW 90.44.090 may be filed and permts
and certificates obtained in the same manner and under the sane

requi renents as ((+s—+na—this—echapter—provided—in—the—case—of))
wthdrawal s in ((excess—oef—F+ve—thousand—gallons—a—day)) accordance

with subsection (1) of this section.

~-- END ---
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